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What is the CMK Alliance Plan?
The CMK Alliance Plan is a pioneering business
neighbourhood plan prepared by an alliance of local
residents and business leaders. It builds on the success
of the last fifty years and plans the continuing growth
of the city centre over the next fifteen. The plan takes a
balanced approach: promoting growth and development
whilst retaining CMK’s competitive advantage as a
distinctive place, with a high quality of life and range of
amenities.
There are almost 120 acres of land yet to be fully
developed in CMK. Here, the plan proposes to:
l Expand and diversify the retail offer of CMK;
l Build more offices to attract jobs;
l Reserve key sites for major opportunities, such as the
proposed development of a university;
l Complete almost 5,000 new dwellings and;
l Enrich our social, sporting and cultural life with new
facilities.

The Town Planning System
The planning system is used to decide what gets
built, where and when. It is essential for supporting
economic growth, improving people’s quality of life,
and respecting the natural environment and our
heritage. The CMK Business Neighbourhood Plan,
if approved at referendum, would form part of the
planning guidance for the city centre, making sure
that new developments are built in line with the
needs and wishes of local people and businesses.

The Plan’s Vision for CMK
By 2026, Central Milton Keynes will be:
l One of the most accessible city centres in the UK,
pioneering sustainable yet convenient transport
choices for workers, visitors and residents;
l The home of an expanding university, delivering
innovative approaches to higher education and
nurturing new business ventures;
l A vibrant and safe place, with an increasingly
regional and national role, that welcomes
everyone with an interesting mix of shopping,
leisure, sports, cultural and social facilities;
l An admired, prestigious city centre, confident
in its distinctive urban character and quality
infrastructure;
l The home of people and organisations actively
reducing their carbon footprint;
l An inclusive place, encouraging participation and
interaction, connecting people, stimulating ideas,
and inspiring future generations;
l The centre of civic life in Milton Keynes.

Summary of the Plan’s Policies

Building on our Unique Heritage
l CMK has a strong identity or ‘brand’ as a place. The
Plan recognises and supports CMK’s unique public
realm which contributes to the appeal of MK as a
whole, improves the quality of life in the centre, and
distinguishes our unique centre from all other cities.
l The plan requires new developments to respect the
classic CMK infrastructure. This includes the grid of
tree-lined boulevards, pedestrian underpasses and
porte cocheres (covered walkways), as part of our
working, modern heritage.

l The plan requires development to be achieved within
CMK’s existing grid layout and development plots.
This will accommodate the planned growth without
changing the spacious, tree-lined street scene.
l The details and materials of new buildings are
required to be well considered and of high quality.
l New buildings taller than eight storeys will
be tested against strict criteria before being
approved, including any ‘wind tunnel’ effect and
overshadowing nearby developments.

l There are policies to protect Campbell Park, to retain
existing public open spaces and to create new ones,
including a new boating marina on the canal.

A Plan for Prosperity
Building on CMK’s unique advantages

Creating a Vibrant Regional Centre
l Just as important as retaining CMK’s distinct design
and heritage is supporting its growing role as the
centre of a busy, prosperous region.
l The plan promotes more diverse, mixed-use
developments that will encourage variety and
contribute to the economic, social and environmental
well-being of Milton Keynes.
l It supports the aspiration to establish a major
university in CMK. The aim is to have 5,000 students
studying locally by 2026.

l The plan reserves two prime sites in CMK for major
institutions. This could be the university, or a new
company headquarters whose scale and reputation
would raise the profile of Milton Keynes, nationally
and internationally.
l It is important that the centre remains a desirable
place to live, so the plan promotes a wide mix of
homes, including affordable and social housing, with
high standards of design.
l To support its growing population, sites are
identified for the provision of new sports,
community, and medical facilities.

A Successful Regional Centre
A place to live, work and enjoy

Improving Transport and Parking
l Ease of access and parking have always played a
vital role in CMK’s success. The plan provides more
parking for business developments in CMK, and more
visitor parking for residents in Campbell Park.
l To make it easier to find unoccupied parking spaces,
new parking facilities will be required to incorporate
real-time monitoring and digital-sign technology.
l The plan proposes a high frequency CMK shuttle
service to link up all business, retail and parking
areas, thereby making better use of under-used
parking spaces.

l In the long term, public transport, walking and
cycling have to take a larger share of journeys. The
plan identifies sites for a second public transport hub
in the main shopping area, with integrated passenger
facilities, including seating, café and toilets.
l To promote more cycling, new developments are
encouraged to provide secure cycle storage and
changing facilities, as well as contributing financially
to improvements to the cycle network.
l Finally, the plan aims to make walking in the centre
more enjoyable and safer. Developments facing the
boulevards and gates should provide active entrances
and glazed façades on the ground floors, and offer
weather protection such as colonnades.

A New Approach to Getting Around
For workers, visitors and residents

Diversifying the Main Shopping Area
l The plan’s strategy is to transform the main shopping
area into the ‘heart’ of the city with a more diverse
spread of retail, leisure, community and cultural
activity.

l A new public space is envisaged with animated
public art and programmed events – a place where
Milton Keynes meets, celebrates and sometimes
demonstrates.

l The development of more hotels and apartment
living is encouraged.

l The plan proposes a covered market hall to
complement and enhance the outdoor market.
Improvements to the existing market are also
important.

l To diversify the retail offer, major new retail
developments should provide a range of small,
independent shops.

An Enhanced Shopping Experience
Small shops and a civic square

Neighbourhood Planning and Community Engagement
What is Neighbourhood Planning
Neighbourhood planning, part of the Localism Act
passed by Parliament in 2011, aims to make the
planning system more democratic by letting local
people, who know and care about an area, undertake
the planning for it.
Once local people have prepared their ‘neighbourhood
plan’, it is examined by an independent expert to make
sure it is ‘sound’. The plan is then put to a referendum
vote so the entire community has the final say on
whether the plan should be adopted or not.
The CMK plan is the first business neighbourhood plan
in the country. This refers to a plan that covers an area
which is predominantly commercial, such as Central
Milton Keynes. One important feature of a business
neighbourhood plan is that two separate referendums
will be held, one for residents and one for businesses.

Why We Need a New Plan for CMK
The main planning documents for CMK were prepared
over ten years ago, and much has changed since that
time. Many of the existing policies for CMK are no
longer considered achievable or even desirable.
Perhaps more importantly, the CMK Business
Neighbourhood Plan is a clear statement of intent in
terms of how local people and businesses want to see
our city centre develop in the coming years.

Engagement with Residents
and Businesses
The CMK Business Neighbourhood Plan has been
prepared by an alliance of local residents and business
leaders, including members of the CMK Town (parish)
Council, local Ward Councillors, business representatives
such as the Chamber of Commerce and Small Business
Federation, the voluntary sector and Parks Trust.
There has been significant public engagement in
preparing the plan. A special website was set-up in April
2012 which attracted over 800 visitors and 150 registered
users. Eight public workshops were held, five ‘expert
panel’ sessions and 20 stakeholder meetings with a wide
range of commercial and not-for-profit organisations.

What’s Next
Having successfully passed examination, the CMK
Business Neighbourhood Plan will be put to a vote
by residents and businesses on 7th May 2015.
If it passes both referendums, the plan will be
adopted by Milton Keynes Council and be used
to guide development and decide planning
applications in CMK.
More information on the referendums is
available at: www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/
CMKBusinessNeighbourhoodPlan
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The full CMK Alliance Plan is available for viewing
and downloading from www.cmktowncouncil.org
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